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2000 YEARS OF HISTORY 
 

With its 2000 years of rich history, the European capital is located at a crossroads between the 
Latin and Germanic cultures and has a unique architectural heritage.  
 

“Strasbourg, Grande Ile and Neustadt": 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site... 

 
In 1988, “Strasbourg - Grande-Ile” was added to UNESCO’s prestigious World Heritage List. This 
list features cultural and natural sites selected for their outstanding universal value. 
 
Enclosed by the boundary of the Ill River, the “Grande Ile” island is connected by 21 bridges 
and footbridges to the rest of the city, of which it comprises the historic core. It features a 
remarkably high-quality collection of monuments. Inclusion on the list was justified by the 
diversity of the heritage, within a limited area overlooked by the Cathedral, dating back to 
Roman times and representative of the city’s evolution from the Middle Ages to the present 
day. Strasbourg is the first French city whose inscription concerns not a single monument, 
but an entire historic urban centre. 
 
Since July 2017, UNESCO has extended the scope of this site to include the Neustadt District. 
 
This “new town”, built from nothing between 1871 and 1914 after the Prussian annexation, 
tripled the city’s surface area and became the gold standard of the Reichsland in Alsace-
Lorraine. As a whole, it is characterised by the unity and exceptional quality of the architecture 
and urban planning, which integrates it beautifully into a setting of wide-open views of artfully 
designed landscaping. And thus emerged a modern, functional city, representative of the 
technical advances and hygiene policies at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries, enabling 
Strasbourg to compete with the major transformations that Berlin and Paris were also 
experiencing at the time. 
 

An incredible recognition  

of the rich and diverse heritage of Strasbourg… 

Thanks to this new inscription, UNESCO has recognised the exceptional character of the 
historic and architectural continuity between the Strasbourg of the Middle Ages, of the 
Renaissance and of the 18th century, and the Neustadt, or “new town”.  
 
It also seals the reconciliation between the city’s French and German identities, making 
Strasbourg the natural starting point for the Europe of the future. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
In 2013, Strasbourg was awarded the title of City of Art and History.   

Links:  
www.whc.unesco.org/fr/list/495  

www.ovpm.org  

http://www.whc.unesco.org/fr/list/495
http://www.whc.unesco.org/fr/list/495
http://www.ovpm.org/
http://www.ovpm.org/
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                            A RICH HERITAGE 
 

Strasbourg is a city of art, whose heritage is very well maintained. Every quarter, every 
building evokes harmoniously the rich history of this city which in 1988 celebrated its 2000 
years and was classified as world heritage by UNESCO. 
 
In the year 12 B. C. the original core of the city was occupied by a Roman camp called 
Argentoratum. The rue du Dôme and the rue des Juifs, formerly the main road and the 
praetorian road, are the exact routes used by Caesar's legions. In the Middle Ages, Strasbourg 
was free of the Germanic Holy Roman Empire, governed firstly by bishops and then by guilds of 
burghers.   
 
Between the 11th and 15th centuries the Cathedral was constructed, an edifice which remains 
a striking testimony to art in the service of faith and a symbol of the city. Surrounding it, the 
narrow winding streets, their names evoking guilds and markets, have retained their medieval 
charm. Here and there, the stroller will find himself in front of a large monument which bears 
witness to the public life of this century: for example, the Maison de l'Oeuvre Notre-Dame, 
whose origin is linked to the construction of the cathedral. Former seat of the stonemasons' 
guild, it today houses one of the most beautiful museums in France devoted to medieval 
statuary. On the banks of the Ill river, the Ancienne Douane (the Old Customs House), an 
enormous building with crenelated gables, evokes the intense economic activity of the city in 
which it functioned as a warehouse. As for the towers of the Ponts Couverts (Covered Bridges), 
they are the remains of the fortifications which encircled the city to protect its status as a free 
city. 
 
There were many churches in the Middle Ages: Saint-Etienne, whose choir and transept date 
back to the 12th century; Saint-Thomas, the largest in size after the cathedral, a Protestant 
church built between the 12th and 14th centuries and in whose choir the tomb of Marshal of 
Saxony, sculpted by Pigalle, is found; Saint-Pierre-le-Vieux, a church both Catholic and 
Protestant (13th to 15th century); Saint-Pierre-le-Jeune (12th to 14th century), with its 
beautiful jube and cloister; Saint-Guillaume consecrated in 1301, Saint-Nicolas reconstructed 
in the 14th century… 

Strasbourg became one of the great centres  
of Humanism and Reform 

 
The end of the Middle Ages, and especially the 16th century, was a period of intellectual 
effervescence. Strasbourg became one of the great centres of Humanism and Reform, 
movements whose ideas were widely diffused due to the invention of the printing press 
conceived by Gutenberg at the time of his stay in Strasbourg.  
 
Beautiful Renaissance buildings have survived, such as the former Grande Boucherie (old 
slaughterhouse and butchers' house), the “Neue Bau” (the current Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry), the Maison Kammerzell, the Hostellerie du Corbeau as well as the whole of the 
tanners' and millers' quarter called Petite France, with its sloping roofs and jagged garrets. 
 

 
       Maison Kammerzell © Christophe Hamm 

 
Statue of Gutenberg and the roof of the Chamber de Commerce   

© Christophe Hamm 
 



Louis XV, Marie-Antoinette,  
Mozart and Goethe, hosts at Strasbourg… 

 
In 1681, Strasbourg became French, which entailed a great political change for the city, as well as a religious and 
aesthetic one. Now that the “royal free city” had lost a large part of its independence, it gained in return its status as 
regional capital because the High Military Command, the Alsace Supply Corps, etc. were stationed here. 
Unprecedented festivities marked the coming of Louis XV then of Marie-Antoinette. Mozart gave a series of concerts 
here, and Goethe was one of the famous students of the widely renowned University of Strasbourg. 

 

 
Palais Rohan © Philippe de Rexel 

Magnificent private mansions, characteristic of the Parisian style, were 
constructed everywhere. Many of them are located in the area surrounding 
place Broglie and rue Brûlée: Hôtel Klinglin (the current Hôtel of the 
Prefect), Hôtel de Hanau-Lichtenberg (the Town Hall), Hôtel de Deux-Ponts 
(the current Hôtel of the Commanding Officer), Hôtel du Grand Doyenné 
(the current Archbishop)… But the most beautiful, most prestigious 
building is unquestionably the Rohan Palace, which was built according to 
the plans of Robert de Cotte, one of the architects of Versailles, and owes 
its name to the dynasty of the four prince-bishops, the Cardinals of Rohan, 
who ruled successively until 1789. 

 

The “Marseillaise” was composed here… 
 

The Revolution and the Napoleonic Wars added the finishing touches to the integration of Strasbourg with the rest of 
France. And it was here in 1792 that Rouget de Lisle composed the Army of the Rhine's battle song which was to 
become "La Marseillaise". 
 
The period during which Strasbourg was annexed to the German Empire (1871-1918) was characterised by the city 
tripling in size in the northern and eastern parts, and by an architectural style representative of the historical 
eclecticism of the end of the 19th century: official buildings (Palais du Rhin, Prefecture, Library, University), churches 
Saint-Paul and Saint-Maurice, numerous schools… and some beautiful façades which bear witness to the brief 
flourishing of Art Nouveau around 1900. 

Towards a cross-border conurbation… 
 

"Strasbourg", le Corbusier said, "is a city which has grown up well".  
Over the years, several internationally renowned architects have brought the city up to date. L’Hôtel du Département 
by Claude Vasconi (1989), the Palace of Human Rights by Richard Rogers (1995), the European Parliament by 
Architecture Studio (1999), the multimodal terminus at Hoenheim created by Zaha Hadid (2001), the “Jardin des deux 
rives” (the Two Shores Garden) by Marc Mimram (2004), the huge glass dome at the railway station by J.M. Duthilleul 
and E. Tricaud (2007), the “Zénith” of Strasbourg by Massimiliano Fuksas (2008)… are symbols of the modernity of 
Strasbourg.  
 
An extensive urbanisation project from the East of Strasbourg towards the Rhine River and the neighbouring Germany 
has been underway over the last few years, similarly to Lyon, Nantes and Hamburg. The key feature of this new area 
is the recent extension of the tram line D, which connects Strasbourg to the small German town of Kehl by crossing a 
new bridge over the Rhine.  
The city also seeks to enhance its industrial and port heritage. An example of this is the rehabilitation of the district of 
the former Seegmuller warehouses (naval armament). A very modern multimedia library which saw the light of day in 
2008 is a centrepiece of the reconversion of the wasteland between Strasbourg and the Rhine (architects: Jean-Marc 
Ibos and Myrto Vitart). As a reminder of the port activity of the place, two large cranes have been preserved and 
highlighted, giving the quarter a particular aspect.  
New eco-districts are emerging, combining urban development, resource savings and environmental protection. 

 

Strasbourg is a capital with a European role  
that has managed to preserve the charm of a city that is a great place to live... 
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THE CATHEDRAL 
 

"a prodigy of the gigantic and of the delicate" - Victor Hugo 
 

The Strasbourg Cathedral stands on a wide cobblestone square as in 
the Middle Ages. It rests on foundations of an old roman basilica of 
the Rhine constructed in 1015 by Bishop Wernher, of the Hapsburg 
family. Destroyed by fire, it was gradually replaced by a new 
cathedral. Nearly three centuries passed between the reconstruction 
of the choir in 1176 and the completion of the steeple in 1439. Its 
height of 142 m. classified Notre-Dame of Strasbourg as the tallest 
edifice in Christendom up until the 19th century. 
 
The foundations and a few stones in the crypt are the only remains of 
the old basilica. Around 1225, the arrival of a team from Chartres 
revolutionized the course of the construction. A project manager 
whose name remains unknown to us introduced the local artisans to 
the splendours of Gothic art ignored so far. This anonymous individual 
left behind unrivalled masterpieces, such as the Pillar of Angels and 
the statues of the Church and Synagogue. 

 
© A. Kaufmann 

 

The tallest edifice in Christendom up until the 19th century… 
 

At the end of the 13th Century, work began on the main façade, the most richly ornate. The 
tympana of its three portals are dedicated to the life and Passion of Christ and to the Last 
Judgment. The famous group of the Tempter, surrounded by the Wise and Foolish Virgins, which 
decorate the right portal, served as a model for the cathedrals of Fribourg and Basle. On the left 
portal, the Virtues are stabbing the Vices with their lances. 
 
A strikingly delicate double gable crowns the portals. In a frame of stone, delicately ornamented 
with openwork, blooms a magnificent rose window, attributed to Erwin of Steinbach, in charge 
of the cathedral project from 1284 to 1318. Above it, two towers connected by the belfry, 
constructed only at the end of the 14th century, compose the platform. From this height, after 
having climbed the 329 stairs, one can enjoy a magnificent view of the city and its surroundings. 
The tower, octagonal in shape and crowned by an ornate steeple credited to John Hültz, is found 
on the north side of the platform. 

 

 
© Christophe Hamm 

  
© OTSR 

On the south side of the Cathedral, the beautiful Romanesque portal, the oldest of the 
Cathedral, is flanked by copies of the famous Church and Synagogue statues whose originals 
are preserved at the Museum of l'Œuvre Notre-Dame. The tympanum of the left door is 
decorated with a magnificent Death of the Virgin, one which filled Delacroix with admiration. 
On the tympanum of the left door appears the Coronation of the Virgin. The portal on the left 
side, dating from the end of the 15th century, is dedicated to Saint Lawrence, whose martyrdom 
-a modern copy- is represented above the door. 



 
© Philippe de Rexel 

The nave, whose harmonious proportions fill one with wonder, was 
inspired by that of St. Denis, and constructed in two stages between 
1240 and 1275. Most of its original stained-glass windows, whose 
golden brilliance is due to the use of lighter colours which the 
master glassworkers of Strasbourg have always favoured, have 
been preserved. The oldest windows of the nave date back to the 
beginning of the 13th century and are located on the north side-
aisle. They picture the succession of Germanic kings and emperors. 
The Virgin of the choir is modern. In the nave, the stained-glass 
windows with the saints which face each other are also impressive. 

 
In the 14th century, the Chapel of Saint Catherine, with remarkable windows from the same century featuring Jesus’ 
life, and the Chapel of Saint Lawrence whose stained glass windows are those of the old Dominican church, were added 
to the nave. In the north transept, a Mount of Olives (1498) and baptismal fonts in the late-Gothic style (1453). The 
oldest windows of the cathedral originate from the primitive sanctuary and represent the two Saint Johns and the 
Judgment of Solomon. 
 
At the back of the north transept, the Chapel of Saint John the Baptist houses the 
beautiful 14th century tomb of Bishop Conrad of Lichtenberg and an epitaph (1464) 
representing a canon in prayer before a moving Virgin with Child attributed to Nicolas 
Gerhaert de Leyde. 

 
The pulpit, a sound example of the late gothic style… 

 

In the nave, the pulpit by Hans Hammer is a superb example of the flamboyant Gothic 
style. The organ chest, ornamented with interesting automata, also dates from the 
end of the Middle Ages. Its statues, with their movable joints and endowed with 
speech, shamelessly ranted at the officiating priest and were a well-appreciated 
attraction. 

  
Pulpit, organ and rose © Cathedral Parish, Romain 

Bornert 
 

The Astronomical Clock and the Pillar of Angels,  
wonders of the Cathedral... 

 

 
Astronomical clock © CUS 
 

 
© Philippe de Rexel 

In the south transept, other figures, also engaged in activity, animate the Astronomical 
Clock. This clock was inherited from the Reform. It was constructed around 1547 by a team 
of Swiss clockmakers.  
Inoperative since the Revolution of 1789, Jean-Baptiste Schwilgué gave it new life in 1842. 
Greatly enriched by the detailed movement of a Copernican planetary dial and an 
ecclesiastical computation, the Astronomical Clock is a particularly well-known attraction 
thanks to the daily performance given by its automata at precisely 12.30 p.m., which file 
out in procession. At this moment, the apostles march in front of Christ. Their procession 
is punctuated by a cock beating its wings and crowing. Lower down, we see the four ages 
of life, which, personified by a child, an adolescent, an adult and an old man, pass every 
quarter of an hour before Death.  
 
In front of the clock stands the striking Pillar of Angels which, in a very original fashion, 
represents in fact a Last Judgment because it groups together Christ the Judge, the four 
Evangelists and the Angels of Judgment, sounding the trumpet. At the back of the south 
transept, the Chapel of Saint Andrew, which dates from the end of the 12th century, is the 
oldest in the Cathedral. It leads onto the front gallery. 

 



New lighting system 
 

Since October 2016, Strasbourg Cathedral has a new permanent lighting 
system. 500 spotlights have been discreetly positioned on the building, 
highlighting its exceptional architecture and showcasing its pink 
sandstone and the detailed features of its sculptures.  
 
The project's designers, the Lyon-based L'Acte Lumière company, 
imagined three different lighting phases during the night: 
-  from dusk to 10 pm, a layered enhancement; 
- from 10 pm to 1 am, a view of the building as a whole that invites people 
to look upwards; 
- then until sunrise, only the upper part is lit, like a lighthouse, visible 
across the city. 

 

 
© Philippe de Rexell 
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MAGNIFICENT MEDIEVAL CHURCHES 
 

SAINT-THOMAS 
 
Built on the site of several Romanesque buildings, the 
current church was erected between 1196 and the 14th 
century. A Protestant place of worship, this is an excellent 
example of Alsatian Gothic architecture and offers a 
genuine showcase of French baroque funerary sculpture 
with the mausoleum of Marshal Maurice de Saxe created 
on the orders of Louis XV by Jean-Baptiste Pigalle between 
1756 and 1777. It was Albert Schweitzer who had the idea 
of organizing concerts here to commemorate the death of 
Johann-Sebastian Bach, a tradition which continues to this 
day. Another noteworthy feature of this impressive church 
is its Silbermann organs dating from the 18th century. 

 
Mausoleum of Marshal de Saxe 

© Philippe de Rexel 

 
SAINT-PIERRE-LE-JEUNE PROTESTANT CHURCH 

 
In 1031, on the site of a former Merovingian 
chapel, construction work began on the current 
church which was consecrated in 1053 by the 
Alsatian Pope Leon IX. During the late 12th century 
the Gothic church was erected, which retained the 
base of the church tower and porch, in addition to 
several walls belonging to the earlier Romanesque 
building.  
This Protestant church includes a cloister where it 
is still possible to see small columns dating from 
the 11th century (the oldest example north of the 
Alps) as well as an incredible jube and frescoes 
from the 14th century. On the western wall is to 
be found a replica of the Navicella of Giotto. 

 
© Philippe de Rexel 

 
 
SAINT-PIERRE-LE-VIEUX 

 
This church comprises two perpendicular buildings, one being used 
as a place of worship for Roman Catholics, and the other for 
Protestants. The Protestant church was built between the 12th and 
15th centuries. In 1683, Louis XIV gave the choir to the Catholics, 
leaving the nave for the Protestants. During the 19th century, a 
new church was built in the neo-Gothic style for the Catholic 
congregation. 

 
    © Philippe de Rexel 
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THE PETITE FRANCE 
 

A haven of peace in the heart of the city… 
 
Located to the West of the "Grande Ile", la Petite France, formerly the millers' and tanners' 
district, is the most picturesque part of the old town, with its narrow roads and half-timbered 
houses which can be seen in the reflection of the canals.  
 
Its name derives from a hospital from the 16th century which attended to venereal diseases 
brought over by Strasbourg mercenaries of the Kings of France from the wars in Italy, hence 
their name zum Französel (“the little French”) used by the residents.     
  
The Petite France is surrounded by four canals, three of which took the name of the mills which 
it served until around 1830; the fourth canal was used for navigational purposes.  
 
The Place Benjamin Zix is located at the heart of la Petite France, where the tanners’ “ditch” 
was situated, and which wasn’t covered until the 19th century. It later became the Tanner’s ditch 
Street – “rue du Fossé-des-Tanneurs”. Most of the houses date back to the 16th and 17th 
centuries and are generally all structured in the same way; above the ground floor are two half-
timbered floors with large sloping roofs opening out onto lofts where animal hides were once 
dried. One of the most famous is the “Maison des Tanneurs”, erected in 1572.  

 

 
 

 

 
© Philippe de Rexel 



LES PONTS COUVERTS (the Covered Bridges) 
 
At the edge of the Petite France district are the "Ponts Couverts" (the Covered Bridges). They have kept this name 
despite the fact that their roofs disappeared during the 18th century. They are overlooked by four towers dating from 
the 14th century, remnants of the town's former ramparts which once guaranteed the independence of the 
Strasbourg Republic. Immediately after the incorporation of Strasbourg into France in 1681, a new defensive ring was 
built around the town by Vauban. 

 

 
© Philippe de Rexel 

 

 
THE VAUBAN DAM 
 
Just a few metres away from the Ponts Couverts, the "Barrage Vauban" (the Vauban Dam - also known as the Great 
Lock because it made it possible to flood the entire southern edge of the town when needed) was built around 1690 
by Tarade based on plans drawn up by the military engineer Vauban. 
 
An attractive panoramic terrace has been created at the top of the building, from where visitors can enjoy an 
impressive view over the town and its canals. 

 

 
© Philippe de Rexel 
 



THE “NEUSTADT”   
OR GERMAN IMPERIAL QUARTER (1870-1918) 

 
 
Three out of four large avenues destroyed, severe damage throughout the city centre, such 
was the heavy toll of the 1870 Prussian siege and French defeat.  
 

The exemplary, grandiose capital,  
dedicated entirely to the glory of the Empire and "Germanity"… 

 
While the reconstruction was completed within five years, the extension of the city, that had 
been postponed since the 18th century, was more than ever topical for business circles, 
desirous of efficient infrastructures (railway station, port, traffic, etc.), as well as for political 
authorities who wanted a capital for "Alsace-Lorraine Reichsland" that would be exemplary, 
grandiose and entirely dedicated to the glory of the Empire and "Germanity".  
 
The new city's master plan was therefore approved in April 1880, i.e. 386 hectares in addition 
to the 230 hectares forming the original core. The author of the project was J.G. Conrath, the 
town's architect since 1849. Conrath first developped a prestigious area reserved for official 
buildings (imperial palace, ministeries, regional assembly headquarters, library and university). 
This first project was entirely completed around 1900. The other sector, with residential areas 
of both collective and private housing, made slower progress, continuing to develop after 1920. 
 

 
Place de la République – Christophe Hamm 

 

A very interesting urban creation  
which is almost without parallel… 

 
It is a very interesting urban creation composed of large open squares and broad, tree 
embellished avenues, and of several sites where the monumental blends skilfully with the 
landscaping (for example the banks of the Ill river with St. Paul's Church). Both public buildings 
and private homes express that certain taste for historical eclecticism (Italian or German neo-
Renaissance, neo-Baroque, etc.), among which some very surprising Art Nouveau 
constructions can be found such as the "Egyptian house". 
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The new residential quarters all have running water, sewage systems and gas - a very rare situation at the time. All 
around Place de la République, the new political and administrative centre of the city, is a remarkable collection of 
monuments, among which, in particular, the Palais du Rhin (the former residence of the Emperor) and the Palais 
Universitaire.  
 
In July 2017, Neustadt joined Grande-Ile on UNESCO’s prestigious World Heritage List. 
 
 

 
Art Nouveau house – 22 rue Sleidan 

© Christophe HAMM 

 
Art Nouveau building  – 56 allée de la Robertsau 

© Christophe HAMM 

 
« Egyptian » house", 10 rue du Général Rapp 

© Christophe HAMM 

 
Place de la République – Christophe Hamm 

 

 



STRASBOURG, THE EUROPEAN CAPITAL 
 

The choice of Strasbourg as European capital just after the Second World War was not arbitrary, 
but rather intended as a symbol of reconciliation between the peoples of Europe and of their 
future together. 

 

EUROPEAN ORGANISATIONS WITH THEIR HEADQUARTERS IN 
STRASBOURG 
 

New-York, Geneva and Strasbourg: the only cities in the world  
that are home to international organisations  

without being national capitals 
 

 
- The Council of Europe - Avenue de l’Europe - Tel. +33 (0)3 88 41 20 29 - www.coe.int 
 
It was founded by the Treaty of 5 May 1949, on a proposition by Winston Churchill as early as 
1942. Today, some 47 countries are members of this club of "pluralist democracies", 
representing a population of 800 million. The Council is primarily concerned with ensuring that 
human rights are respected, but also deals with social, educational, cultural, and environmental 
matters.  
 
The Palais de l'Europe, built in 1975 by Henri Bernard: this is a vast quadrilateral containing a 
semi-circular council chamber with an interesting mahogany ceiling. Council of Europe sessions 
are held here. 
 
- The European Court of Human Rights - Allée des Droits de l’Homme -  
Tel. +33 (0)3 88 41 20 18 - www.echr.coe.it  

Its function is enforcing individual citizens' rights in member countries of the Council of Europe. 

The Human Rights' Building (designed by Richard Rogers in 1995) houses both the European 
Court of Justice and the European Commission of Human Rights. The building resembles 2 
metal drums on supports, suggesting the scales of justice as a reminder of its function. 

 
Human Rights' Building, architect: Richard Rogers © Philippe de Rexel 

 

   
Conseil de l’Europe © Philippe de Rexel 
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- The European Parliament  
Allée du Printemps - Tel. +33 (0)3 88 17 20 07 - www.europarl.europa.eu/visiting/en  
 
It consists of Euro-MPs elected every five years by universal suffrage in the 27 countries forming the European Union. 
In 1957, Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg and the Netherlands signed the Treaty of Rome giving birth to 
the EEC (the European Economic Community). The European Parliament at the time had 142 members elected by the 
various national parliaments. In 1992, the Treaty of Maastricht established the European Union, and gave fresh powers 
to the European Parliament. 
 
The European Parliament plays an important role in European Community legislation and exercises general control 
over its budget and the European Commission. It makes a very real contribution to the political and monetary 
development of the European Union. 
 
The architecture of the building is based on a fusion of circle and ellipse (1999, Architecture Studio). Following the 
riverbank, it is visible through the impressive glass and metallic façade, the dome is sculptured like a cedar tree, and 
with one slope, the semi-circle forms the roof.  
 

 
European Parliament, Architecture Studio © Christophe Hamm 

 
 

 
 

 
European Parliament, Architecture Studio © Philippe de Rexel 

 
The building provides various clearly defined areas: 
.  one wing, accommodating 750 Euro-MPs, is topped by the dome of the parliament chamber 
.  a 200 ft high tower facing towards the cathedral, with 17 floors and 1 133 offices, 
.  work and communications areas and others for rest and relaxation. 
The building is served by three international streets, the main street being laid out as a winter garden with a forest of 
philodendrons. 
 
As for the three adjacent European Parliament Buildings (IPE), they are easily recognized by their vertical lines and 
dark cladding. 
 
The parlamentarium 
A visit to the European Parliament in Strasbourg includes the parlamentarium Simone Veil. Featuring a stunning 360° 
cinema and touchscreen tables, this brand new space helps visitors to better understand the role of the European 
Parliament. It lays out the process behind making law for the whole of Europe and explains what the Members of the 
European Parliament are doing to meet the challenges of today.  
 
- the International Institute for Human Rights founded by René Cassin, Nobel Peace Prize Winner. 
 
- the European Youth Centre 
 
- the European Science Foundation 
 
- the Central Commission for Navigation on the Rhine founded in 1815; this is the oldest international organization. 
Its quarters are to be found at the Palais du Rhin, the former Imperial palace.  
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/visiting/en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/visiting/en


- the International Faculty of Comparative Law 
 
- the Franco-German television channel, ARTE - 4 quai du Chanoine-Winterer – www.arte.tv 
Completed in 2003, the headquarters of the channel can be found on alongside the Ill River, at the heart of the 
European quarter (architect: Hans Struhk).   

LIEU D’EUROPE - 1 allée Kastner - Tel. +33 (0)3 68 22 09 10 – www.lieudeurope.strasbourg.eu 

 

 
© Philippe de Rexel 

The Lieu d’Europe, villa Kayserguet - situated just at the 
edge of the European quarter - gives a clearer 
understanding of the content and history of the 
European idea: it was one of its key objectives when it 
opened in 2004. Entire families, friends or groups from 
across Europe visit to (re)discover the values of peace 
and democracy through exhibitions and animations 
which are fun yet educational. The slogan of the Lieu 
d’Europe: “Europe, it is what we decide to do with it all 
together”. 
 

Europe,  
it’s what we decide to do with it all together… 

 
STRASBOURG, A COSMOPOLITAN CITY 
 
Considering its geographical location and its history, Strasbourg, being the cross-border cosmopolitan city that it is 
constitutes a real intellectual, multicultural and political crossroads of Europe.  

Each year it hosts students from across the globe (who make up 20 % of the total population). With its campus situated 
in the city centre, the university remains an integral part of life in Strasbourg.  Its internationally-renowned reputation 
and excellent research and development add to the city’s attractiveness.  

Strasbourg, an emblem of Franco-German reconciliation, engages in further strengthening the relationships between 
the two countries within the context of the “Strasbourg Ortenau” Eurodistrict, whose main purpose is to create a real 
cross border “intercommunality”.  
 
Since the opening of borders in 1995, getting to the neighbouring Germany is child’s play. The Rhine, which was a 
frontier for so long, consequently unifies the two countries - the “Passerelle des Deux Rives” (two shores footbridge) 
which has elegantly spanned across the river since 2004, is the emblem of this reconciliation.  
 
 

http://www.arte.tv/
http://www.arte.tv/
http://www.lieudeurope.strasbourg.eu/
http://www.lieudeurope.strasbourg.eu/
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MUSEUMS 
 

MUNICIPAL MUSEUMS 
Information / Bookings: +33 (0)3 88 88 50 50 - www.musees.strasbourg.eu 
 

LE PALAIS ROHAN - 2 place du Château (closed on Tuesday) 

 

It houses: 
 

⚫ The Archaeological Museum 
 
In the basement of the Palais Rohan, the Musée Archéologique (one of the most important in 
France based on the scope of its collection) invites you to discover several thousands of years 
of the history of Alsace, from 600 000 B.C. to A.D. 800; from the first farmers of the Neolithic 
to the priceless sepulchres of the Bronze and Iron Ages, from the daily lives of the Gallo-Romans 
to the weapons and jewels of the Merovingian period. 
 

⚫ The Museum of Decorative Arts 
 

Situated on the ground-floor of the Palais Rohan, 
former residence of the Prince-Bishops erected 
between 1732 and 1742, it is composed of two 
sections: the sumptuous apartments of the cardinals, 
and a panorama of Strasbourg's decorative arts of the 
period stretching from 1681 to the middle of the 19th 
century (world famous Hannong ceramics, furniture, 
sculpture and painting, time-pieces, ironwork, 
pewterware and beautiful gold- and silverwork). 
 

 
Synod Hall © F. Zvardon 

 

⚫ The Museum of Fine Arts 
 
This museum, found on the first floor of the Palais Rohan, features a beautiful collection of 
Italian, French, Spanish, Flemish and Dutch paintings, ranging in date from the 14th century to 
1870. The collection includes works of Giotto, Memling, Botticelli, Raphael, Le Corrège, 
Veronese, El Greco, Ribera, Philippe de Champaigne, Vouet, Claude Lorrain, Rubens, Van Dyck, 
Ruysdael, Pieter de Hoogh, Tiepolo, Canaletto, Largillière, Watteau, Boucher, Goya, Corot, 
Delacroix, Courbet… 
 

 
© Mathieu Bertola, Musées de la Ville de Strasbourg 

 
© Philippe de Rexel 

 

http://www.musees.strasbourg.eu/
http://www.musees.strasbourg.eu/


THE OEUVRE NOTRE-DAME MUSEUM - 3 place du Château (closed on Monday) 

 

 

 
© Mathieu Bertola, Strasbourg’s Museums 

THE ALSATIAN MUSEUM - 23-25 quai Saint Nicolas (closed on Tuesday) 

 
A museum of popular art housed in old Strasbourg residences, it bears 
witness to traditional Alsatian life: painted furniture, dress, popular 
ceramics, toys, religious and secular prints. Certain rooms feature 
reconstructions of the interiors characteristic of different regions in Alsace 
(farming plains, vineyards, Vosgian valleys), or of artisans' workshops (forge, 
carpenter's workshop…). 

 

THE HISTORICAL MUSEUM - 2 rue du Vieux-Marché-aux-Poissons (closed on Tuesday) 

 
This museum, housed in the former Grande Boucherie since 1920, aims to show the political, economic and social 
history of Strasbourg through a series of paintings, engravings, models and other items. These range from 
masterpieces produced by the local guilds to the memories and souvenirs of great men (such as the General Kléber) 
or humble citizens. An impressive plan-relief of 1727 (replicating the city 1/600th of its size) is just one of the 
centrepieces of the Museum.  
The presentation of the museum’s collections is organized around three themes: the free town of the Holy Roman 
Empire (1262-1681), the Royal city (1681-1789) and the period from 1800 to 1949 (from Napoleon to the founding 
of the Council of Europe). 

THE MUSEUM OF MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY ART - 1 place Jean-Hans Arp (closed on Monday) 

Opened in 1998, it stands out as one of the flagship sites in the cultural life of 
Strasbourg. The architect Adrien Fainsilber forcefully communicates his wish to 
connect with the town with his spectacular glazed nave of 25 metres in height.  
 
To the public, the museum offers a chronological outlook, through which the 
evolution of ideas and forms is retraced, from the start of photography and early 
impressionism to the present day. Along with works of famous artists such as 
Monet, Picasso or Sarkis, among which two are native of Strasbourg, Gustave 
Doré and Jean-Hans Arp -, the collection offers major works from the pioneers 
of abstraction (Kandinsky, Kupka), the masters of surrealism (Ernst, Masson, 
Brauner) and major figures of contemporary art (Aillaud, Baselitz, Buren, 
Broodthaers, Filliou, Lavier, Pascali, Séchas). The new realism, new figuration, 
conceptual art and fluxus are some of the trends represented in a visit which 
prefers to promote dialogue between the works and narrow the gap between 
"major" and "minor" arts, with regard to the Jugendstil period and to design. A 
visit that reveals the major changes in 20th century art and bears witness to the 
diversity and vitality of contemporary design. The museum is also home to a large 
art library (100 000 volumes) and an auditorium. 

 
© Yves Noto-Campanella 

 

 
Horse by Mimmo Paladino © S. Hanssens 

Located since 1931 in the buildings initially designated from the 14th to 
the 16th centuries for the construction and administration of the 
cathedral, it features some of the greatest masterpieces of sculpture 
from the Middle Ages which originate from this edifice; one can also 
see here major works of 15th century art of the Rhine (Conrad Witz, 
Nicolas Gerhaert de Leyde), and an array of very beautiful stained-glass 
windows. 
The rooms devoted to the Renaissance and to the 17th century display 
many pieces of Strasbourg's decorative art as well as an exceptional 
number of still life paintings by Sébastien Stoskopff.   
 

 
© Philippe de Rexel 



 
Tomi Ungerer, Drawing for "Les Trois Brigands", 
1961, Diegenes Verlag AG, Zurich 

THE TOMI UNGERER MUSEUM – International Centre for Illustration  
Villa Greiner - 2 avenue de la Marseillaise (closed on Tuesday) 
 
Opened in 2007, it is the first French museum dedicated to a living artist. 11,000 
original drawings, several hundred posters, sculptures, an impressive personal 
collection of games and toys, family archives as well as newspaper articles and other 
photographs make up Tomi Ungerer’s donation to the city of his birth.  
 
Approximately 300 original drawings from children’s books, satirical and promotional as 
well as more erotic drawings are presented. Also on display is a selection of the artist’s 
graphic work, within the context of 20th century illustrative drawing.      
 

 
 

 

THE AUBETTE 1928 - place Kléber (open from Wednesday to Saturday in the afternoon only) 

 
In this building, dating from the 18th century, Theo Van Doesburg, Jean Hans Arp and Sophie Taeuber-Arp created in 
1928 an avant-garde leisure complex which included a cinema/dance hall, an events room and a café-bar. The entire 
complex was designed as a complete work of art, with the intention of “placing people within the painting rather than 
in front of it”. 
Accused of being too forward-thinking, most of the set was altered or destroyed at the end of the 1930’s.  
 
Following a restoration campaign organised by the City of Strasbourg, the rooms of the Aubette - a listed Historic 
Monument - were reopened in 2006, enabling the public to enter the heart of the golden years.  
 

 
M. Bertola © Musées de la Ville de Strasbourg  

 
 

PRINT ROOM - 5 place du Château (open on reservation) 

 
This museum in the shade of the cathedral exhibits a priceless collection of some 200,000 works covering five 
centuries in the most technical and varied of domains: fine arts, decorative arts, architecture, history and folk art.  
The collection stored in Strasbourg’s gallery of Prints and Drawings dates back to 1890. 
These graphic productions share space with the smallest but rarest element of collections, goldsmith’s art (over 300), 
ornament and architecture drawings to create the museum’s specific nature, without omitting the private collection 
of coins and medals.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE ZOOLOGICAL MUSEUM 
29 boulevard de la Victoire (closed for renovation until spring 2023) 

 
With its wide collection from Jean Hermann’s Gallery of Natural History 
(constituted in the 18th century), there is a large variety of rare or extinct 
animals, a wide array of landscapes  - from the polar regions to the shores of 
lake Tanganyika - and rare and extinct animals.  
In addition to its job of preserving this natural cultural heritage, the museum 
is also a place where scientists from around the world can come and consult 
specimens, notably referential specimens of types.  
 

 

 
Cabinet J. Hermann ©  M. Bertola, Musées de la Ville de Strasbourg 

Other museums 
 

 
Dome of the Observatory seen from the 
Botanical Garden © CUS 

THE PLANETARIUM  
4 rue de l'Observatoire – Tel. +33 (0)3 90 24 24 50 - www.planetarium.unistra.fr 

 
The Planetarium provides a glimpse into the universe, right in the centre of town, thanks to 
a projection hall where both dreaming and learning are possible. Amazing images reveal 
stellar wonders, in this place for recreation and relaxation, where your perception of sights 
and sounds is altered. This educational tool will help you understand the architecture and 
evolution of the universe. 
The Crypte aux Etoiles (Star Crypt), an interactive exhibition venue, combines the beauty of 
a historical space with the discovery of a wide variety of scientific topics. Under the great 
dome of the Observatory, the optical and mechanical capabilities of the large telescope are 
presented, and every month, night-time observation sessions are open to the public.  
 

 

THE VAISSEAU – Learn about Science while having fun!  

1 bis rue Philippe Dollinger  
Tel. +33 (0)3 88 44 44 00 – www.levaisseau.com  

 
Open since 2005, this discovery area invites children aged 3+ and adults 
to learn about science while having fun. Features include the origin of life, 
the animal kingdom, and the operation of our senses and the basics of 
physics. Here, children can touch and handle all kinds of things to "learn 
as they play", gaining a valuable understanding of science while enjoying 
themselves. 

 

 
© J.L. Stadler 

THE VOODOO MUSEUM 
4 rue de Koenigshoffen - http://www.chateau-vodou.com  
   
Original and unusual, the Voodoo Museum, located in a former 
water tower, presents a collection of extraordinary voodoo 
objects from western Africa, all linked to religious practice: 
ancestor worship, medicine, divination, witchcraft, events 
marking great moments in life… it holds the largest private 
collection of West-African voodoo objects in the world.  

 

 

 
© Thomas Simon 

 

http://www.planetarium.unistra.fr/
http://www.planetarium.unistra.fr/
http://www.levaisseau.com/
http://www.levaisseau.com/
http://www.chateau-vodou.com/
http://www.chateau-vodou.com/


STRASBOURG, A GREEN CITY  

 
English and French landscape gardens, a botanical garden, contemporary parks… there are 
several ways - by foot or bike - to go green in Strasbourg. The city has 415 hectares of green 
space, 25 km of riverbank facilities and 3,771 hectares of municipal forests. The most notable 
parks each have their own interesting history which is waiting to be discovered.  
 

THE ORANGERIE PARK 
Avenue de l'Europe - Free access all year round.  
 

 
© Philippe de Rexel 
 

The perfect blend of classicism and romanticism… 
 

This is the largest park in Strasbourg (26 hectares) and is one of the most pleasant; it was 
classed as a Historical Monument in 1989. 

The laying-out of the park as a French classical garden began in 1740 and continued until 1817, 
with its planted walkways arranged in a geometric pattern. A pavilion dedicated to the Empress 
Josephine (which hosted a reception in her honour in 1809) was built in 1806 to house the 
collection of orange trees which the state had just presented to the city of Strasbourg. Between 
1832 and 1848, a fan-like pattern of the walkways was integrated into an English-style garden. 
This further evolved with the industrial and artisan exhibition of 1895, when a number of 
spectacular features - some of a short duration, others lasting a longer period of time - were 
added. These included the man-made lake with its rocky waterfall and grotto. A half-timbered 
house, built originally in Molsheim in 1607, was reconstructed piece by piece to create a 
winery; much later this became the ”Buerehiesel” (a high-end restaurant). The little zoo has 
also remained in place.  

The fantastic collection of orange trees which gave the park its name was sadly lost in a fire in 
1968 that destroyed the Joséphine Pavilion. However the pavilion itself was subsequently 
rebuilt and the people of Strasbourg really appreciate the charms of this place, with its perfect 
blend of classicism and romanticism, of familiarity and exoticism. Even a stork farm can be 
found here; these graceful birds were successfully reintroduced in the 60s and it is not unusual 
to come across one of their number roaming freely over the park lawns.   

 

 
© Philippe de Rexel 
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THE BOTANICAL GARDEN 
28, rue Goethe (entrance: allée Anton de Bary) – Free entry. Opening hours vary according to the month.  
Tel. +33 (0)3 90 24 18 65 

The current botanical garden was developed between 1880 and 
1884 by the German authorities as part of the Imperial University. 
They hoped to make it the Empire’s second most impressive 
botanical garden after Berlin. This 3.5 hectare garden, located on 
the site of the old ramparts, was provided with attractive metal 
greenhouses, the last remnant of which is the round glasshouse 
renamed “de Bary” - after the professor who created the garden. 
Listed as a historic monument in 1993, it houses tropical aquatic 
plants and a pool 7 meters in length, used from the very beginning 
for cultivating the giant water lily Victoria amazonica.  

  

 

  
© Shirin Khalili, UNISTRA 

The mission of the botanical garden is to provide a home for exotic species and to preserve the extraordinary variety 
of natural plant life by cultivating numerous endangered plant species. Its role is also to raise public awareness of the 
importance of preserving our botanical heritage. 

The botanical garden has featured on the additional list of historic monuments since 1991 and is managed and 
maintained by Strasbourg University. This truly living museum provides, in a green oasis in the heart of the city, is a 
fantastic opportunity to observe more than 6,000 different ancient or rare species from all five continents. It is one of 
the largest botanical gardens in France.  

 
THE POURTALES PARK 
161, rue Mélanie – Free entry. 

 

  
© Jérôme Dorkel, Ville et CUS 

 

Strasbourg’s most natural park… 
 

Mélanie de Pourtalès (1836-1914) will always be associated with the castle she is named after. Thanks to the beautiful 
lady (who was the matron of honour for the Empress Eugenie), the Pourtalès Castle became a meeting point for 
celebrities of the century: Albert Schweitzer, Maurice Barrès, Jules Massenet, Charles de Foucault… 
 
The castle, which has been transformed into a hotel, is located in a park of 24 hectares, repurchased by the city of 
Strasbourg in 1976. His simply charming paths lead from the castle to the woods before turning into the Forêt de la 
Robertsau (Robertsau forest). There are only two decorative statues which remain: a statue of a Flora and of Apollo. 
Others have replaced them which has turned the park into a real contemporary sculpture park since 1988: Les 
arbrorigènes (The Tree People) by Ernest Pignon-Ernest (1988), Il bosco guarda e ascolta (The forest is listening and 
watching) by Claudio Parmiggiani (1990), Bowler by Barry Flanagan (1994), Leur lieu (Their Place) by Jean-Marie Krauth 
(1995), A travers l'arbre (Through the Tree) by Stephan Balkenhol (1995), Près de l'arbre brûlé (Near the Burnt Tree) 
by Sarkis (1998). 
 



THE CITADEL PARK 
Rue de Boston - Free entry.  

 
Partially classed as a historic monument, this park was decorated in 
1964 as a remnant of the Citadel designed by Vauban in 1681 to 
strengthen the city’s fortifications. The park, which is 12 hectares 
in size, has retained the outline of the fortifications, combining the 
architectural contours, the water in the moat and the vegetation 
into a single entity. 

The Citadel Park © Patrick Bogner, CUS 
 

LE JARDIN DES DEUX-RIVES (the two shores Garden) 
Rue des Cavaliers - free entry. 

A large cross-border garden… 
 
In 2004 Strasbourg and the small neighbouring German town of Kehl brought together both riverbanks of the Rhine 
to create a huge cross-border garden 56 hectares in size (24 of which are in France)… It is the first garden to have 
been designed on either side of a national border, thus sealing the friendship between France and Germany. 
 
Waves of vegetation lead down to the Rhine, where the lofty, 387-meter-long “Deux-Rives” footbridge, the work of 
the architect Marc Mimram, enables walkers and cyclists to cross this mythical waterway whilst enjoying a superb 
view of each river bank and its surroundings. Considering its symbolism, it is no surprise that the « family photo » of 
the 2009 NATO summit was taken here.  
 

 
Two shores footbridge, architect: Marc Mimram © Philippe de Rexel 

 
Two shores footbridge, architect: Marc Mimram © Jérôme Dorkel, Ville et CUS 

 

THE FORTRESS CYCLE TRAIL 

 
A bit of history… and a lot of nature! The Franco-German cycle trail, “La Piste des Forts“, is 85 km long and leads from 
one side of the Rhine to the other. Along this trail are the 19 fortifications which form the “Ceinture des Forts” (Ring 
of Forts).  
 
This combination of heritage and nature on Strasbourg’s doorstep, winding from one side of the Rhine to the other, 
from the hills of Hausbergen to the valley of the Bruche, from the Rhineland forest in Illkirch to that of La Wantzenau, 
enables cyclists to discover the 19 fortifications of the “Ceinture des Forts” (built in 1870 by the Germans in order to 
replace the existing fortifications which they considered no longer fit for purpose). The forest cycle trail can be easily 
used, either just a segment of it, or in its entirety, as a family or with friends.  



STRASBOURG AND THE RHINE 
 
Strasbourg is one of the Rhine crossing points and the city currently has four bridges which are 
important links between France and Germany. Several of these were destroyed during the wars 
then later rebuilt after the first steady bridge built in 1388, over a river which for a long time 
had divided the two countries. Pedestrians and cyclists can admire its magnificence thanks to 
the “passerelle des Deux-Rives” (“two shores footbridge”), built in 2004 by the architect Marc 
Mimram. Today it is considered one of the most significant symbols of Franco-German 
reconciliation.  
 
The Rhine, an important channel of communication between North and South and the main 
shipping route in Europe, has added to the prosperity of the city since the Middle Ages. The 
first port, the Kaufhaus (“the Ancienne Douane”, the old Customs House), established in 1358 
on the banks of the river Ill which surrounds the old town, was once a warehouse, river customs 
point and trading point. A canal, the Rheingiessen, acted as a junction between the two rivers. 
After 1870 the port was moved closer to the Rhine. The floods had a devastating effect until 
about 1840 when the situation improved, however this made any navigation difficult. After the 
works of regularization between 1906 and 1924, Strasbourg’s river port is now the second most 
important in France. 
 
The Rhine flows 5 kilometres from the city centre. It was not until 1930 that the city of 
Strasbourg reached the Rhine riverbanks with the creation of the “Port du Rhin” district. 
Urbanization has rapidly developed over the last decade with the transformation of one of the  
port spaces into a residential area and with the tram project, which has been running since 
May 2017 over a new bridge to the small German town of Kehl, on the other side of the river.  
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Old Customs House © Christophe Hamm 

 
Two shores footbridge, Architect: Marc Mimram © Philippe de Rexel 



STRASBOURG, CITY OF CULTURE  

 
Strasbourg is proud to host more than 9, 000 manifestations each year. A city of creation and 
artistic expression, the European capital is home to numerous internationally renowned 
cultural institutions and offers multiple major festivals every year.   
 
 

MUSIC 
 
Music plays a major part in Strasbourg. Traces of Mozart, Berlioz, Wagner, Liszt, Mahler or 
Strauss , who once stayed in Strasbourg, are kept. Many festivals pay tribute to all types of 
music: Musica for contemporary music, Jazzdor for jazz, the Artefacts and Les Nuits 
électroniques de l'Ososphère for modern and visual art music… Each year they attract 
renowned artists from all walks of life.  
 
 
Strasbourg Philharmonic Orchestra (OPS) 
Founded in 1855, Strasbourg’s Philharmonic Orchestra is one of the oldest symphonic 
orchestras in Europe, and the oldest in France. It owes its reputation to the famous conductors 
who have played here. Composed of 100 musicians, the OPS is internationally renowned thanks 
to their many international tours as well as their recordings and television broadcasts. It offers 
30 concerts a year in Strasbourg alone.  
 
 
The Opéra National du Rhin (ONR) 
After the merger in 1972 of the orchestras of Strasbourg, Colmar and Mulhouse, the ONR has 
a 44-person choir, 33 ballet dancers, a studio of young singers (l’Opéra Studio) and workshops 
manufacturing decorations and costumes. It has become a key symbol of operatic life, both in 
France and on an international scale, and was awarded the label of “National Opera“ in 
November 1997. The ONR raises its curtains over 200 times per season (operas, ballet, recitals, 
youth performances…) and hosts over 100,000 spectators. 
The building, whose neoclassical façade was classed as a Historical monument, contains a 
magnificent Italianate hall.  
 

 
© Alain Hanel, ONR 
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THE THEATRE 
 
Live entertainment also deserves a mention. Strasbourg has a number of important theatres, each with its own special 
features (classical or contemporary theatre, improvisation, Alsatian theatre, performances for younger audiences…). 
One of them is the Strasbourg National Theatre (TNS). It is the only such institution which has the status of a national 
theatre outside Paris.  It is home to a troupe of professional actors, the Drama School, two performance halls, rehearsal 
rooms and costume and scenery workrooms. The TNS puts on an average of 15 different shows per season in 
Strasbourg, i.e. about 170 individual performances. 
 
 

PLASTIC ARTS 
 
Over 25 art galleries, over 60 contemporary works on public display and numerous bodies responsible for 
contemporary art illustrate the richness and diversity of artistic culture in Strasbourg.  
The second largest contemporary art fair in France, ST-ART, is held every year at the end of November. This fair brings 
together around a hundred different French and international galleries, and has become an unmissable event for art 
lovers and collectors.  
 
The fact that Strasbourg has its own High School of Applied Arts just shows how dynamic the city is. Founded in 1892, 
it is one of the best Art schools in France. Each year, young creators from France and abroad are taught here.  
 
 

MEDIA LIBRARIES 
 
Each year Strasbourg’s network of 29 media libraries (including an art lending library) hosts several literary events such 
as the "Bibliothèques idéales".  
 
 

 
  School of Applied Arts © Antoine Lejolivet, ESAD 

 

 
André-Malraux Media Library © Christophe Hamm  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



"STRASBOURG MON AMOUR" 
7-16 February 2020 

 

     
                                           © Anne Milloux          

  

In Strasbourg, 10 days of Valentine's romance… 
 

Strasbourg is undoubtedly one of the most romantic cities in France, with its extraordinary 
heritage, half-timbered houses, picturesque alleyways and small squares, canals and bridges, 
and much more. Throughout the ages, it has attracted countless visitors, and has been the 
backdrop to the romances of several famous people. 

For the sixth year in a row, the European capital will put on a festival to celebrate lovers with 
a programme that is simultaneously poetic, cultural, glamorous, and slightly quirky! On the 
programme: ten days of romantic, quirky and festive events, celebrating lovers from all walks 
of life.  (Re)discover the city from a whole new perspective, thanks to festive, delightfully retro 
evenings, gourmet tête-à-tête dinners, night-time swimming, exclusive concerts, legendary 
exhibitions, unusual visits and many surprises. 

Romance, attraction and excellence… For a Valentine’s Day like none other, don’t miss 
Strasbourg mon amour!  

www.strasbourg-monamour.eu 

 
©Philippe de Rexel 
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STRASBOURG, CAPITAL OF CHRISTMAS 
End of November– end of December 2020 

 

       
Christmas market at La Place de la Cathédrale © Christophe Hamm 
           

The oldest Christmas market in France, 
one of the oldest of Europe 

 
The Strasbourg Christmas market is without a doubt one of the flagship events of the year. In 
2020 it will celebrate its… 450st anniversary. No doubt it is the oldest in France and one of the 
oldest in Europe! It was in fact in 1570, under the influence of the Strasbourg Protestants 
battling against the "extravagant" Catholic traditions, which were so attached to the names of 
saints, that the Christkindelsmärik (market of the Child Jesus) replaced the market of Saint 
Nicholas. 
 
Thus the atmosphere which reigns in Strasbourg is unique. It is especially in the late afternoon, 
just as night is falling, that the magic sets in, as if the city, suddenly conscious of the 
disappearance of the forces of the sun, compensates for the absence of the heat and light with 
new ardour: shop windows gleam, decorations twinkle on the facades, the smells of spices and 
cinnamon bring back childhood memories and Christmas carols drift out from the depths of 
churches. 
 
The Christmas Market itself spreads out into many streets and squares of the city centre, in 
particular Place Broglie and on the Cathedral Square. Several hundreds of stall holders tempt 
the stroller with original gifts and traditional ornaments for decorating the tree and the nativity 
scene. There are also many treats: sweets, bredle, mulled wine… 
The giant Christmas tree, planted in Place Kléber above the "Sharing Village", is the highest 
natural decorated Christmas tree in Europe.  
 
There are concerts, giving you a chance to appreciate the beauty of the cathedral and the city's 
churches, and a whole host of activities allowing you to discover the rich Alsatian traditions…  
 
In 2009 and 2010, the Strasbourg Christmas Market travelled as far as Tokyo, attracting more 
than 1.2 million visitors. In 2012 it was exported to Moscow, right at the entrance of the Red 
Square, attracting more than 750,000 people. After Beijing and Taipei, it was exported in 2018 
in Seoul: 275,000 Koreans rushed to get there to discover traditional Alsatian crafts and 
gastronomic specialties.  
 
In 2019, the city of New-York successfully hosted the famous Strasbourg Christmas Market: a 
clear indication that its reputation is firmly established! 

www.noel.strasbourg.eu 
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GASTRONOMY 
 

The Alsatians have taken the better of two traditions: Germanic abundance and French 
fineness. Restaurants simply litter the streets of Strasbourg, some classed among the best in 
France. Authentic local specialties are best sampled in the "winstubs", Strasbourg's typical 
small family-owned restaurants. 

Foie gras was invented in Strasbourg… 
 

Foie gras (which was invented in Strasbourg by the Maréchal de Contades' chef around 1780) 
and sauerkraut (traditional or with fish) are the two centre pieces of Alsatian cuisine, but 
alongside these two specialities, many other mouth-watering delicacies appear on menus. For 
example: baeckeoffe (a mix of marinated beef, mutton and pork in white wine, slowly cooked 
with potatoes and onions); the tarte flambée (thin crust covered with cream, bacon and onions, 
slightly singed by the flames of the bread oven); coq au Riesling; boiled or grilled pork shank; 
fish stew with spaetzle (a variety of noodle); onion tart; gruyere salad; bibeleskäs (whipped 
cream cheese with garlic, onion, parsley and chive seasoning, served with fried potatoes); 
asparagus with three sauces, served in spring…  
 

‘Winstubs’, these typically Alsatian pubs 
  
A melt-in-the-mouth Munster cheese and a cheese or fruit cake (according to the season) 
create a lovely finish to a meal. And the kougelhopf and bretzel are greatly appreciated on any 
occasion.  
 
To accompany it all, beer and wine co-exist (which is particularly rare) in Alsace, which both 
impose their quality. As for the colourless spirits, from raspberry or pear to Gewurztraminer 
marc, they all present a marvellous conclusion to a lavish meal.  
 

      Alsatian specialities © CIVA, Moya.                                                       Christmas biscuits © Philippe de Rexel                                                                Bretzels © CRTA, Melaye 

        

 
HISTORICAL WINE CELLAR  
1 place de l'Hôpital - Tel. +33 (0)3 88 11 64 27 - www.vins-des-hospices-de-strasbourg.fr  
 
Founded in 1395, the “Cave Historique des Hospices de Strasbourg“ (historical wine cellar) 
depicts the hospital’s history and prestigious wine production. It holds fabulous masterpieces 
of barrel-making, and even a wine dating back to 1472… the oldest barrelled wine in the world!  
This extraordinary heritage has existed since 1995 thanks to the drive of reputable Alsatian 
wine producers. The best Alsatian vintage wines, carefully selected in accordance with very 
strict quality standards, matured in oak barrels and aged  
to be then poured into bottles and labelled “cave des hospices“. This cellar is unique as it is 
situated in a hospital.  
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DISCOVER THE CITY WITH THE 
"STRASBOURG PASS" 

 
 
This little check book is the best way to visit Strasbourg at a lower cost: it contains free 
admissions and reductions to make the most of your stay in our town…  
 

The "Strasbourg Pass": visit more and spend less!  
• 4 free offers: 
 
- Visit of one of the museums, 
- Boat-tour through Strasbourg, 
- Astronomical Clock of the Cathedral. 
 
• 5 offers at a reduced price: 
 
- Visit of a second museum (please note, all museums are free for under 18’s), 
- Ascent to the cathedral’s platform, 
- Tour by mini-train (from April to October), 
- Guided visit on foot, 
- Guided visit using an audio-guide, 
- Visit of the "Vaisseau", 
 
 
• And even more:  
 
- 20 % reduction on some goods in the shop. 
 
• Price:  
Adult pass: 22 €  
Junior pass: 10 € (from 4 to 12 years), 15 € (from 13 to 17 years). 
 
• Validity: 
 
The "Strasbourg Pass" is available 3 days from the date of purchase.  
 
• Where is it possible to buy it? 
 
At the Strasbourg Tourist information and in many hotels in Strasbourg and its surroundings.  
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“STROLLING IN STRASBOURG" 
 

Urban trails which correspond to six of Strasbourg's major historical  
and architectural periods… 

 
In order to make the most of Strasbourg's rich heritage, the city of Strasbourg and the Tourist 
Office have marked out trails making it possible to discover or rediscover almost 300 
remarkable buildings, many of which are located away from the usual tourist tracks.  These 
"urban trails" correspond to six of Strasbourg's major historical and architectural periods: the 
Middle Ages, the Renaissance, the 18th century, the Romantic period (1800 - 1870), the German 
imperial period (1870 - 1918) and the modern and contemporary period.  They make it possible 
for everyone to enjoy discovering the attractive facades, impressive gateways and strange 
turrets at their own pace, with each building being identified by an information plate.  Two of 
the trails are fully accessible to the disabled. 

 

   
Place du Château © Philippe de Rexel              Palais du Rhin © Philippe de Rexel  

 
A guide entitled "Strolling in Strasbourg" on sale at the Tourist information details the history 
of each period, in addition to the date and brief description of all the buildings.  Six maps show 
the various trails making it possible to easily follow the trail of one's choice. Price: € 4.50. 
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 PHOTO LIBRARY 
 
You can access our picture library by visiting our web site at www.visitstrasbourg.fr, in the 
professionals' area. 
 
After having read and accepted the conditions of use, you will be presented with a form to fill 
in order to register yourself. 
Then you will be able to access our photo library and download the photos of your choice. 

You’ll be free to use these photos for your article, provided that you include the precise photo 
credit (photographer’s name followed by the wording VisitStrasbourg). If possible, pleaase 
send us a proof of publication afterwards. 
 
Note: The right to use the photographs applies exclusively to the tourism promotion of 

Strasbourg and its region, excluding any commercial use.  
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